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Commodore’s Report
By Rob Sonz

Summer days to enjoy...
Happy 4th of July everyone!! Welcome to the Summer and the
heart of the boating season. LSFYC will have two major events
this month. First we are having our General Membership Meeting earlier than normal, Friday July 8th at Mimi’s Cafe in Long
Beach. Stay tuned for more information about that evening's
presentation very, very soon. Then the race crew are back on the water for Saturday
July 16th for the Beat the Heat Race. Thanks in advance to Dick Martin - PRO and
team for putting the work to once again to challenge our local racers to perform their
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Summer means long days and warm temp's to be on the water. I hope all of you
can share this experience with your family and friends this boating season. I will be
back on the Jersey shore for a week later in July. Plan on sailing on the bay whereby
I learned to sail at a young age with some close buddy's of mine. I might even attempt to join them in a Sunfish race on the weekend too? Maybe not?
Once again, I suggest and encourage the newest members to review the past
newsletters (via the website) for articles that contain useful and enlightening information as to what we are about and how they can become a greater part of the club
that will allow them to enjoy the value of membership.
Sometimes new members, after a few months of membership, learn quickly that in
order to get anything out of the membership in the club, they had to participate in the
activities and events, i.e., getting involved. However, we (the Officers and staff) are
always here to help point the way. This newsletter and the website are important
communication tools to make that happen.
Keep cool and see you on the water!
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Vice Commodore’s Report
By Dick O’Reilly
LSFYC Membership meeting...
Please join us for the July 8 General Membership Meeting at our usual
location: Mimi’s Cafe in Long Beach (on PCH). We meet in the back room
for cocktails (6:30 pm) and a meal followed by a presentation (to be announced). Stay tuned for more details.

Dead batteries tell no tales...
I know that I should never take anything for granted on a boat. Right? Especially 12-volt power.
So I have always made sure that my two batteries were up to the task. The current pair is only
about a year old and they were problem free.
A couple of weeks ago I arrived at my boat Narrow Escape, in the late afternoon, several weeks
since my last visit, and the electric-start outboard auxiliary wouldn’t start. No reaction whatever
when I turned the key starter. What’s going on? Shore power is plugged in. The switch is on at the
power pedestal on the dock. The batteries are in place (nobody had taken them) since my last
visit.
A dock neighbor said he had shore power, but mentioned that there was a shore power problem
earlier in the week at a slip nearby on the other side if the dock.
I ended up calling maintenance and about an hour later (nearly 6 p.m.) a maintenance employee
arrived. He listened to my story, checked connections, and then got out his magic wand that
buzzed and glowed red in the presence of AC electricity. I had AC inside the boat, all the way to
my power panel. All fuses were good. So I squinted in the bright sun that was lighting my port-side
cockpit locker and saw that the little red light on the bulkhead-mounted charger was not glowing. I
dug out my 12-volt tester and found that both batteries were dead.
The charger, which was in the boat when I bought it in 2005, had died. And then the batteries
died because I had left the GPS on.
Simple solution: buy a new charger, hook it up and all would be well. That would be true if manufacturers didn’t deliberately make their products obsolete. My charger model was no longer available. Its replacement didn’t have the handy 110 volt input and 12 volt outlet terminals along the
bottom of the charger like the old one. Instead, it had built in leads. The AC lead required a threeprong outlet box to plug into. There isn’t one in my cockpit storage area. It also had separate leads
to connect to each battery. They weren’t long enough to reach from the old mounting location to
the batteries (which was the best location in the locker).
It was a big job to obtain a proper 110V socket, insulate it from moisture and install it in a safe
location, and cut and splice the battery leads to reach my batteries.
What was the manufacturer thinking? Why would they discard a design that could rather easily
be installed in any boat and replace it with one that probably can’t be easily installed except in a
new boat designed for that charger installation.
The batteries, by the way, with the new juice had recovered nicely.
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Fleet Captain’s Report
By Geoff Vanden Heuvel
Murray Gordon Memorial Race...
Saturday June 4 was the date of the Murray Gordon Memorial Race
sponsored by our club. It was the 3rd race in the Long Beach Harbor
Series that we co-sponsor with Shoreline Yacht Club and the Navy
Yacht Club of Long Beach. The day was mostly sunny with some
clouds in the morning. The temperature was very pleasant and 13
boats came out to race. The committee boat (Vagary) was provided by
Deb Terrell, one of our newest members and the PRO was Dick Martin. V/C Dick O Reilly was
also on the committee boat providing expert assistance.
All three fleets were assigned the same 14.3 mile course (LSFYC #36) , which in my opinion was
one of the finest course selections of any buoy racing I have done over the past several years.
LSFYC sets up the start line near Island Chaffee. From there we were sent windward up to mark 31
which is the 1st buoy on the south side of the wall, but what was required was a starboard rounding.
Now this presented an immediate challenge because most buoy races have port roundings at the
windward mark and so everybody anticipates that and presets their spinnaker lines and pole to pop
their chute accord to a port rounding. A starboard rounding requires either a repositioning of the
lines and pole or an over-exaggerated turn to get the chute up with a rapid jibing of the spinnaker to
get back on the correct tack to head to the downwind mark (which in this case was mark 34 next to
the Belmont pier).
It was very exciting to witness how each boat handled this challenge. Some did much better than
others but all were challenged! From mark 34 we were sent out of Queens Gate down the outside of
the wall. After rounding the end of the wall it was back to mark 34 for a port rounding and then back
to mark 37 located near the middle of the wall. After leaving mark 37 to port it was a long run down
to the channel entrance and then down the channel, making the left turn at Khory’s and the right turn
at the marina office, down past the club house for, in some cases, a photo finish!
In the A Fleet, Dos Amigos Dos, skippered by Bob Hubbard and Raptor, skippered by Heinz Butner, after nearly two and a half hours of racing finished 4 seconds apart. Dos Amigos crossing the
line first and winning on corrected score. In the B fleet, Suicidal Bird skippered by Tom Mendenhall
took 1st on corrected time, 2nd place was captured by Bill Barham on Latitude a mere one second
ahead of two boats, Love and War skippered by Steve Cole and Cardinal Sin skippered by Dave
Rustigan who had identical corrected scores to share 3rd place. Whooosh, the boat I sail, crossed
the line 2 seconds behind Latitude after leading Latitude for most of the last 5 miles of the race.
Latitude passed us mere yards before the finish line.
The Non-spin fleet had two boats which started with the B Fleet and sailed the same course. Interestingly, once again on corrected time with all 13 boats sailing the same course in nearly identical
weather, the non-spin winner, Pacific Wolf with their handicap would have beaten the A fleet winner
by 9 minutes and the B fleet winner by nearly six and a half minutes if we had all been scored together. It causes one to wonder about the fairness of the PHRF rating system. But this course had it
all! Upwind, downwind, reaches of all varieties as well as at least three spinnaker pops. (see next
page for photos). See: http://www.lsfyc.org/RACING/Results_6-4-16_Murray_Gordon_Race.pdf
P/C Larry Finley once again put on a wonderful after race party. Burgers, hot dogs and all the
trimmings. Fruit, chips and an honor bar left everyone in a good mood. It was certainly a great day
for racing!
(con’t on next page)
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Fleet Captain’s Report (con.t)
By Geoff Vanden Heuvel
Beat the Heat Race …
July 16 is the date of the Beat the Heat Race which is also a LSFYC race. We have a committee
boat lined up but we could always use another helping hand. Or if you do not have a boat and would
like to crew on a race boat let me know via the LSFYC website contact (or call: 909-5971128) and
we will try to get you a ride. Come on out and enjoy the fun! We will certainly welcome help for
the after race dock party (3:00 pm) as well!
Some photos of the Murray Gordon Memorial Race :

Crowded start with the B Fleet

LSFYC Race Committee boat Vagary w/ PRO Dick Martin, V/C Dick
O’Reilly and Deb Terrell.

The diabolical course #36 for the LSFYC Murray Gordon Race.
At the start, S/C Tom Cornelius on Swell Lover with S/C Nate Tucker

The A Fleet after the start.
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More race photos:

Lattitude catching up to and passing Whoosh in the drive to the finish.

Lattitude on the heels of Whoosh coming down the
channel to the finish line.

The finish line in Alamitos Bay Marina by the gas dock. Dick Martin
toots the horn for the finishers.

At the after race dock party over burgers and beers, happy racers jawbone about the challenges and thrills of the day’s race
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2016 LSFYC Bridge
OPERATIONS STAFF

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OTHER CONTACTS

Commodore: Rob Sonz

Junior Staff Comm: Pax Starksen

Membership Chairman: David Haas

Vice Commodore: Dick O’Reilly

Director: S/C Tom Cornelius

Newsletter: S/C Frank Franco

Fleet Captain: Geoffrey Vanden Heuvel

Director: David Haas

Webmaster: S/C Ben Smith

Port Captain : Larry Finley

Director: Todd Smith

Treasurer: Dick Martin

Director: Robert West
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