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Commodore’s Report
By Rob Sonz
Welcome to the official
start of another “Wonderful
LSFYC Year on the Water” !
A few weeks ago on
April 16th, LSFYC had its
79th Opening Day Ceremony outside at Navy
Yacht Club’s facility. The weather was picture perfect. Blue Skies and plenty of sunshine….. a
beautiful day. With many LSFYC members and
guests in attendance, we had a great time.
Staff Commodore (2012 & 2013) Tom Cornelius and I MC’ d the Opening Day ceremony. Unfortunately, our LSFYC Vice Commodore, Dick
O’Reilly, was out of town attending to FEMA National Emergency Issus in the flooded areas of
Louisiana. Dick, will be back home in SoCal later
in this month.
I would like to recognize and hardily thank the
hard working members who made this year’s
event a success…..…Larry Finley-Port Captain,
Dick Martin-Secretary/Treasurer, Geoffrey Vanden Heuvel-Fleet Captain, Staff Commodores:
Pax Starksen, Paul Barbe, Roy Queen, Frank
Franco, Darrell Sausser and Director Robert
West. Plus, I can’t forget my son Timothy for firing
the shotgun salutes as needed.
We had excellent outside help in food serviceMary Catrieer, live music - David and singing –
Stephanie, traditional songs as well. The Colors
were presented with the assistance of the LB Sea
Scouts. I believe that we had a nice turnout and
everyone enjoyed the program as well as the generous amounts of food and drink available to all
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who attended. Also much thanks to NYCLB
for their help as well. See photos on page 5,
as well as the LSFYC website.
Now with the boating season officially upon
us, let’s all share in the fun. Sailing events are
on the Calendar for all to enjoy, albeit racing
or cruising ventures. With the days getting
longer and longer as we approach Summer;
come on out and schedule you and your family in the many upcoming events that suit your
family’s needs. If you hear of another Club in
the local area that is planning on a sailing adventure, please contact our Port Captain-Larry
Finley with the details. Plus, we are always
looking to make LSFYC more dynamic and
enjoyable; if you hear of something that
sounds like fun? Please don’t hesitate to
share this idea with others on the LSFYC
Bridge. I promise you that we will entertain
any suggestions that are deemed beneficial to all of our members.
Look forward to seeing you on the water
and the LSFYC General Membership Meeting on May 20 at Mimi’s café in Long Beach.
I hope you will also join us for the LSFYC
Cruise to Catalina May 20-21.
“There is nothing like lying flat on your back on
the deck, alone except for the helmsman aft at the
wheel, silence except for the lapping of the sea
against the side of the ship. At that time you can
be equal to Ulysses and brother to him.”
Errol Flynn
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Vice Commodore’s Report
By Dick O’Reilly

General Membership meeting
Our next General Membership Meeting will be on Friday,
May 20, beginning at 6:30 PM for attitude adjustment, dinner
and ceremony, at Mimi’s Cafe, 6670 E. Pacific Coast Hwy,
Long Beach, CA, 90803. I suggest that this be an opportunity
for you and family to meet your fellow members and the Officers,
and maybe become more involved in the operations of our club. See you then!
Some new members
We welcome 2 new members to LSFYC: Jeff Hong who has a 37’ Dufours Avalon
located in Rainbow Harbor and Stan Rubin. Please welcome them at the Membership meeting on May 20.
Cruise invitation by Port Royal YC
We have had partner cruises with PRYC in the past and will continue with one this
month. PRYC is departing for Catalina Isthmas on May 13, 14 15 and LSFYC is welcome to join them. Contact Craig Funabashi at: craigfun@verizon.net or 310-3870928 for details.
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Fleet Captain’s Report
By Geoffrey Vanden Heuvel
Saturday May 7, 2016 will be the next Harbor Series Race. It is
named the Armed Forces Day Race and is sponsored by Navy Yacht
YC, our neighbor. They always have a very nice after race They always have a very nice after race party at their clubhouse. So even if
you do not race, you are certainly welcome to come by and enjoy tacos, drinks and good camaraderie about 3:00pm..
Although not until June & July, we need to assemble race committees (and boats!) for the two
LSFYC hosted races, and it would be very nice to have a few members step forward to volunteer
their time to help us with our club responsibilities. For those of you who have not yet taken this opportunity, I can assure you that it is not only a very pleasant way to spend a few hours, but also a
great way to wrap your brain around the ritual that is part of the racing game. Our newer members
are always welcome too. You’ll see the sequence and meaning of the signals, the process of selecting and preparing the course, and the finishing and scoring process. If any of you would like to help
out, or simply have some questions about becoming involved in racing, such as crewing, please see
the LSFYC website for contact.
A couple of issues ago we conducted a website [Communications] survey to see if one of the LBHS
races hosted by LSFYC should undergo a name change. So it appears that 70% of the votes received wish to retain the Murray Gordon Memorial name as is...and so it stands.
Also congrats to David Donohue on Quiver for completing the 2016 Newport-Ensenada Race .

Port Captain’s Report
By Larry Finley

Let’s get ready to Cruise…
The Little Ships Fleet Yacht Club will host the May cruise to the Catalina
Island Isthmus on May 21 and 22. This cruise is a week before Memorial
Day. The island is becoming more crowded, but they are working hard to
make a pleasant public area. Last year there were ample tables in the
public area and this year will hopefully be the same. Marina Sailing will have
5 or 6 boats racing from Long Beach with 5 or 6 crew members on each sail boat. I will arrive early
and invite the cruisers to join me at the Isthmus bar. I will stake out the tables for the BBQ which is
is planned for Saturday night, with a hot charcoal fire, table cloths, tiki torches, plates and utensils
that will be ready for cooking of your favorite main dish. Everyone is requested to bring a side dish to
share.

Please RSVP to me if you will be joining us: larryfinley1@yahoo.com
Also see page 2 for for invitation from Port Royal YC and last page from Hurricane Gulch YC.
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News & Views
By S/C Frank Franco
Rhine River Cruise
Lara and I just returned
from a 2 1/2 week cruise
down the Rhine & Mosel
rivers in northern Europe.

Much of the day was spent touring the city,
although Lara and I later took off on our own
and for a 30 minute train ride to Cologne
(Koln) to visit the majestic Gothic Cathedral of
St Peter & Mary. Construction begin in 1248
and with many stops and starts was completed
in 1880.

Although the weather was
chilly, we had packed accordingly which allowed
The next stop was the village of Cochem on
us to be in some comfort outdoors. The boat inthe Mosel River, where we toured the rocky
terior, of course, was warm and toasty.
hilltop Reichsburg Castle, built in the 11th cenAfter landing in Brussels, Belgium, we were tury. Destroyed in 1689, the castle was purbussed to the major port of Antwerp where we chased and rebuilt in 1868 by a Berlin entrepicked up the river boat River Harmony, a 140 preneur for a family summer home. It is now
passenger 300 ft. long narrow shallow draft ves- under the care of the city and open for tours.
sel. After stowing away our bags in the compact
Once again, the ship moved on and brought
but comfortable cabin, we mingled with some of
us to Bernkastel, one of the prettiest towns in
the other passengers and then gathered with our
the Mosel Valley famous for the wineries and
guides for a short evening walk into the town.
wine!. After touring the town, the afternoon
The next morning was spent on a walking tour was spent sedately cruising down the river adof Antwerp taking in the 13th century historic miring the hundreds (if not thousands) of vinesights and buildings. The evening was spent yards covering the hillsides on both sides of
during cocktail hour then followed by fine dining. the river.
During the night, the ship moved on to the next
At the end of the Mosel was the town of Trier
stop of Willemstad, Netherlands.
founded by the Romans in 15 BC. We spent
At this stop, some of us were bussed to tour the day touring the many Roman ruins and the
the Delta Works, the massive and ingenious hy- massive basilica built by Constantine in 310
dro-engineering project to control the flooding AD.
from the North Sea. The Dutch for centuries
The ship then did a U-turn and headed back
have battled the sea in order to reclaim precious
up the Mosel to Zell (founded in the 1st cenlands for agriculture and livestock. The after
noon was spent touring the 19 windmills of the tury). Here, Lara and I took optional tour to The
village of Kinderdijk (circa 1740). That evening, Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, land of much $
and many banks. The highlight was a stirring
the ship moved on to the next stop.
tour of the Battle of the Bulge American CemeThe next morning we gathered for a walking tery & Memorial home to 1000’s of American
tour of 2000 year old Nijmegan. Heavily dam- troops lost in the bloodiest battle of WWII. At
aged during WWII, it was rebuilt around the un- the head of the plots lies the grave of the colortouched Dutch town center resulting in a striking ful and outspoken Gen George S. Patton Jr.
contrast of architectures. That evening, the ship Commander 3rd Army. That evening we set off
again moved on to the next stop.
for the town of Boppard.
The next day found us in Bonn, Germany.
While in Boppard we visited the beautuful
Founded by the Romans, it was the provisional hilltop 13th century Marksburg Castle. Uncapital of West Germany until the reunification.
changed by war or
(con’t next page)
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Rhine River Cruise (con’t)
reconstruction. Later in the day, we cruised past
the 440 ft rock, the Lorelei, where ancient Germanic legend claim it was the siren who enticed
sailors to destruction on the reef below the rock.
In the morning we awoke in Speyer, a town
founded by the Romans in 50AD, that flourished in the Middle Ages. After touring the town,
we were in spilt into small groups and engaged
in a Kaffeeklatsch with local German families to
sample everyday German home life. This was a
very enlightening experience as we had discussed many things including events occurring
in Europe and their impressions and concerns
of what is occurring in the USA….specifically
the upcoming elections!

No other area of Switzerland offered so muchmajestic mountains, waterfalls and lakes, plus
scores of charming hillside farms and villages….just like in the pictures!
This article is the short version. There was so
much more we experienced, but not possible to
relate on these pages. However, of the 1000’s of
photos we took, the following are some of the
highlights:

Within the next 2 days we visited Strasbourg,
France, where we toured the wine region of Alsace with beautiful vineyards and flower decked
villages. Wee stopped at the Stock park, where
the long legged bird is being repopulated into
the area. It was curious to see the nests on roof
tops of local homes as well. We also spent time
in the quaint medieval town of Riquewihr. The
following day was spent in the forested town
Baden-Baden, Germany, home to thermal
baths since Roman times.

RIVER BOAT HARMONY

The final two days on the ship were spent in
Basel, Switzerland’s 2nd largest city. Making
use of the streetcars, we visited the marketplace and much of the medieval architecture.
Upon disembarkation from the ship, Lara and
I continued on with an extended tour to Lucerne. Arriving by bus and after settling in at
our hotel, we (and our small guided group of
10) took an afternoon tour of the lovely city set
on the shores of Lake Lucerne with the backdrop of the spectacular snow covered Alps.
We then spent the next three days visiting the
many architectural sights of this medieval town,
touring the resort town of Rig Kaltbad high in
the Alps reachable only by cable car, touring a
Swiss chocolate factory, and on the last day
visiting the 7,000 ft Kleine Scheidegg located in
the Swiss Alps with majestic views of the snow
covered Eiger North face!
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THE FLOWER MARKET IN HOLLAND

ONE OF MANY CASTLES ALONG THE RHINE RIVER
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Photos of Rhine River Cruise

SAUSAGES & MORE SAUSAGES IN GERMANY

ONE OF MANY PICTURESQE TOWNS IN GERMANY

OPERATING WINDMILLS IN HOLLAND

STUNNING VISTAS IN SWITZERLAND
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“The object of war is not to die for
your country but to make the other
bastard die for his.”
Gen. George S. Patton, Jr.

This Old Boat
By Larry Finley
The instruments require connection to 12 volt
power,
a wind indicator line from the mast and
My Catalina 27 had NO instruments when I
a
depth
gauge transducer that is located in the
bought it. That’s right. Not even a compass. I
wanted instruments, and I see the situation of stern.
having no instruments as being a greater opporThe cabinet is sloped so the front is vertical.
tunity than working around the older and limited The instrument panel is mounted to the cabinet
conditions that came with the original boat. In- with hinges, and the panel can swing into view
struments are usually mounted on the bulkhead when underway, but is easy to access the
adjacent to the hatchway. This eliminates the cabin. The instruments can be easily seen on
use of the bulkhead as a back rest, and I sought both sides of the boat.
other places to mount the equipment.
When the boat is anchored or in port, the
Instrument panel for a small boat

I like instruments. I live in the electronic age instruments swing out of the way (see photo
and like buying things that tell me what I would below).
otherwise know if I just paid attention. So I
bought a LOT of instruments at once and decided to construct an instrument panel that
would be easily accessible, out of the way from
activity and protected from the weather.
I ended up building a panel that would hold the
compass, wind indicator and depth gauge. The
chart plotter would mount on the top of the
panel. I built a small cabinet that would mount
inside the cabin adjacent to the hatchway. The
cabinet would hold the hand held VHF as well as
the hand held GPS.
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LSFYC 2016 LSFYC Opening Day
April 16 was a picture perfect So Cal sunny day for the LSFYC Opening Day ceremonies. All who
attended had a great time and it was certainly a proud day for LSFYC!
Some photos of the event...

Steve Cole & S/C Nate Tucker

Geoff Vanden Heuvel, Moti, Jill & Maya
Cohen-Doron

S/C Paul Barbe

Jr S/C Pax Starksen receiving Blue Gavel membership from Lavon Plumley
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Jim Howe

S/C Roy Queen tending the bar

Breakfast buffet for the morning
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Comm Rob Sonz addressing the attendees
Rob West hoisting the Officer Flags and Tim Sonz
with shotgun signals. Tim also bagged 2 seagulls
and a plastic owl.

S/C Tom Cornelius and Treas Dick Martin

Mary Catrieer helping with food service

Director Todd Smith in attendance
With LSFYC burgee flying, another successful Opening Day!
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May 2016
MON

SUN

1

2

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

3

4

5

6

SAT

7

LSFYC BOD
MEETING
8

9

10

11

12

13 Cruise to 14 Cruise to
Catalina w/
Catalina w/
PRYC
PRYC

15 Cruise
to Catalina
w/ PRYC

16

17

18

19

20 LSFYC GEN- 21 LSFYC
ERAL MEETING CRUISE TO
MIMI’S CAFE
CATALINA

22 LSFYC 23
CRUISE TO
CATALINA

24

25

26

27

30

31

29

28

MEMORIAL DAY

More events at www.lsfyc.org, click [Events/Photos]

Three Sheets in the Wind

Page 11

by Diane Jones

2016 LSFYC Bridge
OPERATIONS STAFF

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OTHER CONTACTS

Commodore: Rob Sonz

Junior Staff Comm: Pax Starksen

Membership Chairman: David Haas

Vice Commodore: Dick O’Reilly

Director/Staff Comm: Tom Cornelius

Newsletter: S/C Frank Franco

Fleet Captain: Geoffrey Vanden Heuvel

Director: David Haas

Webmaster: S/C Ben Smith

Port Captain : Larry Finley

Director: Todd Smith

Treasurer: Dick Martin

Director: Robert West
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