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Commodore’s Report
By Rob Sonz

Welcome all LSFYC members , visiting Yacht Club Officers
and Guests, to LSFYC Opening Day Ceremonies
on Saturday, April 16th! The boating season is here in full
force and with our burgee flying in the wind, everyone in the
Long Beach Alamitos Bay boating community can clearly see
that we are joining in the fun. Spring started on March 20th this
year. We are in the final stages of El Niño here in Southern California. Now is the time to dress up you vessel and get out on the water. There will be
many opportunities to join up with fellow members to race and cruise in the months
ahead. Keep a weather eye open on our website for more details. If you plan on
racing the famous Newport Beach to Ensenada Mexico race later this month, don’t
forget your Passport. I just recently went to check mine and found it to be out of
date…expired on Jan 31st 2016….. San Diego CA is the furthest South for me .
I hope to see everyone at our Opening Day on April 16. We will have Breakfast
and Lunch provided for all who attend. The bar (cash) will be open for any alcohol
and non-alcoholic beverages. Music will be provided by David Chambers playing his
keyboard and we have booked a talented singer to join us as well.
I strongly encourage anyone who wants to bring their boat over to Navy Yacht
Club’s long dock, to do so. Please volunteer to make this year’s event run smooth
and a good time for all. We could use your early help (8:15-9:15 am) for setup and
takedown of tents, tables and chairs. If you would like to bring a food item for the
Breakfast, a list will be posted via email this weekend. Thank you all for helping out !
“Only two sailors, in my experience, never ran aground. One never left port and the other was an
atrocious liar” - Don Bamford
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Vice Commodore’s Report
By Dick O’Reilly
Hello from Baton Rouge, LA.
As some of you may know, I’m a reserve External Affairs writer for the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). Several weeks ago I got a
call about 5 p.m. telling me to be in Baton Rouge two days later.
Louisiana has serious flooding in many of its parishes (the Louisiana
equivalent of our counties). I write news releases informing the public how to
register for FEMA disaster assistance and what services they can obtain. The
focus is on how to get help, what they can expect, and how they can help
themselves.
But the universal reality behind the messages is that once a disaster happens, it’s too late if you
haven’t already prepared. You know those realities – if you live in a wild-fire prone area like many of
us do, don’t live at the edge of the brush land. Make sure your home is designed and built to withstand wild fires. Make sure you always are prepared to evacuate on short notice. And make sure you
carry plenty of insurance.
How many of us actually do that. Not enough. The message I can’t write for FEMA is that by the
time you’ve been impacted by a disaster it is too late...way too late. Your former comfortable life is
over! Everything that wasn’t protected may be gone. It will be months, and probably years, before
you get back to some semblance of your former life.
The absolute maximum benefit you can get from FEMA currently is $33,000. But the average
benefit is in the $6,000 to $8,000 range. Those who fare best are those who are fully insured (and
they don’t qualify for FEMA assistance).
The U.S. Small Business Administration provides disaster recovery loans up to $200,000 for
homeowners, $40,000 for renters and $2 million for businesses. Interest rates are lower than commercial market rates and there is up to 30 years to repay. But, of course, that is debt that goes on
top of what you already owe.
That’s just the money side of things. Much of what is lost in a disaster is priceless and irreplaceable.
The real message is that disaster recovery actually begins much, much earlier in being aware of
hazards and not buying homes that are vulnerable. That’s more a matter of luck than skill when it
comes to earthquakes in our area, however.
Maybe owning a boat and renting a slip can be considered being prudent in Southern California.
Don’t forget to attend LSFC Opening Day on the 16th!
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Fleet Captain’s Report
By Geoffrey Vanden Heuvel

LBHS Race April Fool
Saturday April 2, 2016 was the date of the opening race of
the LSFYC co-sponsored Long Beach Harbor Series. Shoreline Yacht Club was the host and the day was clear and
sunny.
There was a great turnout of 21 boats including 8 non-spin boats. I cannot remember having that many non-spin boats out for a race in Long Beach for many years.
Maintaining a non-spin fleet option has been a goal of the Harbor Series but in the last
few years there have been a lot of races where only one non-spin boat has participated. So we are off to a good start.
Shoreline YC always sets up their starting line near mark 39 which is located down
in the corner of the harbor near their clubhouse. For this race they set up the start/
finish line within 50 yards of mark 39 making for some challenging downwind mark
roundings. The wind speed was about 7 knots when five boats hit the starting line in
the PHRF A fleet. They were assigned an 8.4 mile course that took them from the
start line to mark 36 at the breakwater, from there it was down to mark 39, then back
to mark 36 at the wall, back to mark 39 and finish. Not much imagination in this
course, basically a drag race which Dos Amigos Dos won with a VMG of 5.15 knots.
The B fleet was assigned the same course and had eight boats out. Giant Slayer,
which was formerly known as Lodge Hall according to Little Ships resident expert
Nate Tucker, took first with a VMG of 4.39 knots.
The non-spin fleet was assigned a 6.4 mile course that took them to mark 25 which
is located inside the breakwater on the east side of Queens Gate. From there it was
down the inside of the wall to mark 37. Then a run down to mark 39 and the finish, a
big triangle. The winning boat was Pacific Wolf with a VMG of 4 knots.
The next Harbor Series race is the Armed Forces Day Race and it sponsored by
guess who? The Navy Yacht Club of Long Beach. Navy YC always puts on a nice after race party so come on out and enjoy the water.
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More events at www.lsfyc.org, click [Events/Photos]
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Registration: 9:30 am
Ceremony: 10:45 am (followed by breakfast buffet)

2016 LSFYC Bridge
OPERATIONS STAFF

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OTHER CONTACTS

Commodore: Rob Sonz

Junior Staff Comm: Pax Starksen

Membership Chairman: David Haas

Vice Commodore: Dick O’Reilly

Director/Staff Comm: Tom Cornelius

Newsletter: S/C Frank Franco

Fleet Captain: Geoffrey Vanden Heuvel

Director: David Haas

Webmaster: S/C Ben Smith

Port Captain : Larry Finley

Director: Todd Smith

Treasurer: Dick Martin

Director: Robert West
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